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The President. Say something about the
White House press corps?

Q. Yes, sir.

The President. It’'s a beautiful bunch of
people. [Laughter]

Q. How about your best moment in here,
sir? Can you remember your

The President. My best moment in here
is when my press conference ended. [Laugh-
ter]

Q. [Inaudible]—about Mel Gibson

The President. I can’t hear you; I'm over
60, just like you. [Laughter]

0. Ronald Reagan could get away
with that, sir.

The President. e was over 60 as well.
At any rate, as you can tell, I'm thrilled to
be here. [Laughter] But we do wish you all
the best. Looking forward to being here
when you kick off the new room. You deserve
better than this. I appreciate the relationship
with the press. I know these folks enjoyed
the—enjoyed dealing with you—well, an-
other crowd of you, been dealing with you
as well. It’s an important relationship.

Joe Lockhart. Some of the same crowd.

The President. Well, you're the head of
the whole thing. Like, have you got a thing—
arole to play?

Q. No, no, no.

The President. Okay, good. But anyway,
good luck.

Q. What about Crawford?

The President. For those of you going to
Crawford, saddle up. All right, good to see
you.

Press Secretary Snow. Thank you, every-

body.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:57 p.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the White
House. Participating in the visit were former
White House Press Secretaries Margaret J. “Dee
Dee” Myers, Marlin Fitzwater, Joe Lockhart, Ron
Nessen, and James S. Brady, and his wife, Sarah.
In his remarks, the President referred to ABC
News national correspondent Sam Donaldson. A
reporter referred to actor Mel Gibson.
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Remarks Following a Tour of the
Lake County Emergency
Management Agency in Mentor,
Ohio

August 2, 2006

I have just been briefed by the emergency
management teams of Lake County and the
other counties affected by the recent flood-
ing. Law enforcement was there; firefighters
were there; and our FEMA representative
was there at the briefing.

A couple of impressions: One, the local re-
sponse was really good. The interoperability
between various jurisdictions was superb.
And as a result, a lot of people’s lives were
saved. And I want to congratulate you, Sher-
iff, and congratulate Larry for your good
work in helping people.

Secondly, FEMA has been on the ground
here, and T signed a major disaster declara-
tion for this part of the country, which means
this: that individuals will be helped. Individ-
uals will be helped with rental assistance; in-
dividuals will be helped with temporary
housing; individuals will be helped with
grants to help rebuild their homes; and small
businesses will be helped with low-interest
loans. In other words, the first wave of help
from the Federal Government as a result of
these disasters is now available for people
whose lives were affected by the flooding.

There are still assessments going on for
further Federal help and Federal assistance,
and when those assessments are made, the
proper help will be granted. For those people
who are wondering about the Federal help,
there’s toll-free numbers. You can call the
emergency center, theyll give you the toll-
free numbers if you've been a citizen affected
by these recent floods.

Again, I want to congratulate you all for
a job well done. I had the honor of talking
to dispatchers, hardworking people that are
on the phone all the time helping people.
And now, once the lives have been saved,
with the exception of one soul, that it'’s now
time to help the people rebuild their lives.
There’s a lot of people concerned and a lot
of people working here, and the Federal
Government will do its part with the local
authorities.

Thank you all very much. Appreciate you.
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NoTE: The President spoke at 5:47 p.m. at the
Lake County Emergency Operations and Com-
munications Center. In his remarks, he referred
to Jesse Munoz, Federal Coordinating Officer,
Federal Emergency Management Agency; Sheriff
Daniel A. Dunlap of Lake County, OH; and Larry
D. Greene, director, Lake County Emergency
Management Agency.

Memorandum on Waiving
Prohibition on United States Military
Assistance With Respect to Lesotho

August 2, 2006

Presidential Determination No. 2006—18

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Waiving Prohibition on United
States Military Assistance With Respect to
Lesotho

Consistent with the authority vested in me
by section 2007 of the American
Servicemembers” Protection Act of 2002 (the
“Act”), title II of Public Law 107-206 (22
U.S.C. 7421 et seq.), I hereby:

e Determine that Lesotho has entered
into an agreement with the United
States pursuant to Article 98 of the
Rome Statute preventing the Inter-
national Criminal Court from pro-
ceeding against U.S. personnel present
in such country; and

e Waive the prohibition of section 2007(a)
of the Act with respect to this country
for as long as such agreement remains
in force.

You are authorized and directed to report
this determination to the Congress, and to
arrange for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.

George W. Bush

Remarks on Immigration Reform in
McAllen, Texas

August 3, 2006

Thank you all very much. It's good to be
home. Thank you for coming. Please be seat-
ed. You know, when I left the Governor’s
office, I knew I would leave it in capable
hands with Rick Perry. And I'm proud of the
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job he’s done as Governor of the State of
Texas, and I'm proud to have been intro-
duced by the Governor of my State.

I want to thank you all for the warm wel-
come. It’s nice to get out of Washington.
[Laughter] It’s even better to come down to
Texas. And I'm proud to be with my fellow
Texans.

I learned a lot growing up here; I learned
a lot as your Governor. And as Rick said,
I understand this border, and I want to talk
to you today about border policy. We have
an obligation to secure our border, and we
have an obligation to treat people with de-
cency and respect. And we're going to do
both in the United States of America.

I just traveled and met some of the fine
men and women of the National Guard and
Border Patrol who are working long hours
to do the—to keep this border secure. And
I first—1I want to say thanks to all the Border
Patrol agents and the Guard men and women
who are here. You've got a tough job, and
the role of the Federal Government is to give
you the tools necessary to do your job.

So we landed, and we saw choppers with
all kinds of new equipment on it—airplanes
that can interdict people flying in drugs, fast
boats to stop the people trying to bring drugs
or people up and down the coast of Texas.
One of the things that you'll hear me talk
about is the need to modernize the tech-
nology along this border. And that’s what
we're going to do.

I also recognized we needed more people
to help the Guard and to help the Border
Patrol do its job. And so last May, I said,
we'll deploy up to 6,000 National Guard
members to assist the Border Patrol. And I
said we’d get it done by August Lst. Well,
we got it done by August 1st. And I want
to thank those in the National Guard who
have joined us.

It’s good to look out in the crowd and see
a lot of folks that I got to know over the
years. And most of the folks that I got to
know over the years realize that I married
well. And so Laura sends her deep affection
to the people of south Texas and our friends
here in the audience. She’s doing just fine,
by the way. She’s a great First Lady.



